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SUBJECT: FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN TURK-IS CALL FOR GENERAL 
STRIKE 

REF: ANKARA 5500 (DTG 221010Z JUL 77) 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO TURK-IS PRESIDENT HALIL TUNC’S CALL FOR 
A GENERAL STRIKE (REFTEL), ON JULY 29, KEMAL TURKLER, 

PRESIDENT OF TURK-IS'S LEFTIST RIVAL, DISK (CONFEDERATION 
OF REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS UNIONS), PROPOSED THAT DISK, TURK-IS, 

AND "DEMOCRATIC ORGANIZATIONS" (PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS, 
SOCIETIES, AND "PROGRESSIVE" YOUTH MOVEMENTS) UNITE TO FORM 
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A NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FRONT TO OPPOSE THE NEW DEMIREL 
COALITION GOVERNMENT. TURKLER ADMITTED THAT DISK AND 
TURK-IS HAVE WIDELY DIFFERENT POINTS OF VIEW ON MANY 
POLITICAL AND LABOR QUESTIONS, BUT HE PROPOSED THAT IN 
OPPOSITION TO THE NEW NATIONAL FRONT, TURK-IS AND DISK 
HAVE COMMON GROUND UPON WHICH TO BEGIN TO BUILD A CLOSER 
RELATIONSHIP. 
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2. AS SOON AS THE DEMIREL COALITION GOVERNMENT WON ITS 
VOTE OF CONFIDENCE ON AUGUST 1, TURK-IS PRESIDENT TUNC CALLED 
AN EMERGENCY SESSION OF THE FIVE-MAN EXECUTIVE BOARD OF 
TURK-IS TO CONSIDER THE QUESTION OF A GENERAL STRIKE. AT 
THAT MEETING. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD AGREED TO AN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE TURK-IS 
MANAGEMENT BOARD ON AUGUST 9, WHEN DETAILS OF THE GENERAL 
STRIKE PLAN WILL BE "ARGUED". TUNC TOLD THE PRESS THAT 

HE WILL MAKE HIS PERSONAL VIEWS ON THE ISSUE KNOWN ON AUGUST 5, 
AND THAT TURKLER'S PROPOSAL FOR A NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
WILL BE EVALUATED DURING THE AUGUST 9 MEETING. 

3. THE CALL FOR A GENERAL STRIKE HAS GENERATED WIDESPREAD 
COMMENT FROM POLITICIANS, EMPLOYERS AND LABOR ORGANIZATIONS. 
PRIMIN DEMIREL, ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, CLAIMS THAT A 
GENERAL STRIKE IS AN ILLEGAL ACT UNDER THE CONSTITUTION AND 
THOSE WHO PROPOSE SUCH AN ACT SHOULD BE PROSECUTED. THE 
CONFEDERATION OF EMPLOYERS UNIONS (TISK) SAID THAT THEY ARE 
MAKING PREPARATIONS TO REACT STRONGLY IF A STRIKE TAKES 
PLACE. TISK HAS ALSO EXPRESSED SATISFACTION THAT THE 
DEMIREL COALITION WON ITS VOTE OF CONFIDENCE. AFTER A 
MEETING WITH PRIMIN DEMIREL AUGUST 3, THE GENERAL PRESIDENT 

OF TISK, HALIT NARIN, ANNOUNCED THAT HIS ORGANIZATION 
CONTINUES TO OPPOSE THE STRIKE AND HAS A GENERAL PLAN FOR 
ACTION AGAINST PARTICIPATING STRIKERS. SOME SUPPORT HAS 
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BEEN EXPRESSED FOR FORMATION OF THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
BY INDIVIDUAL LABOR UNIONS OR THEIR LEADERS AND MANY 
DEMOCRATIC ORGANIZATIONS. SOME ADDITIONAL SUPPORT HAS ALSO 
BEEN DECLARED FOR THE GENERAL STRIKE BY SMALL UNIONS WHO HAD 
NOT PREVIOUSLY STATED A POSITION. HOWEVER, CONSERVATIVE UNIONS, 
MOST OF WHICH ARE AFFILIATED WITH MISK, HAK-IS, AND SOME 
UNIONS IN TURK-IS, HAVE ANNOUNCED THAT THEY OPPOSE THE 
STRIKE AND THE DEMOCRATIC FRONT. 

4. EMBOFF IN MEETING WITH REPUBLICAN PEOPLE'S PARTY (RPP) 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER THIS WEEK DISCUSSED THE GENERAL 
STRIKE CALL. THE RPP SOURCE, WHO IS A LAWYER BY TRAINING 
AND REPRESENTS THE RPP IN MANY CIVIL AND CRIMINAL MATTERS, 
STATED THAT BECAUSE A GENERAL STRIKE TECHNICALLY VIOLATES THE 
TURKISH CONSTITUTION, TURK-IS GENERAL PRESIDENT TUNC 

IS PLANNING TO PROPOSE A NATIONAL WORK STOPPAGE OF TWO 
TO THREE HOURS INSTEAD OF A GENERAL STRIKE. NOT ONLY WOULD 
A GENERAL STRIKE BY DIFFICULT TO ORGANIZE, BUT TUNC AND 
HIS ADVISORS REPORTEDLY BELIEVE THAT A WORK STOPPAGE IN 
ISRAEL WAS QUITE SUCCESSFUL RECENTLY. FURTHERMORE, THIS 
MORE LIMITED PROTEST WOULD SERVE TO PUT ACROSS THE TURK-IS 
MESSAGE WHILE PROBABLY PROTECTING TUNC FROM CRIMINAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

PROSECUTION. 

SPIERS 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, GENERAL STRIKES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 05-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ANKARA05866 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770282-0660 
Format: TEL 
From: ANKARA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770895/aaaadbzd.tel 

Line Count: 118 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 8f097061-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 ANKARA 5500 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30-Aug-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1704129 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN TURK-IS CALL FOR GENERAL STRIKE 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, TU, (TURKLER, KEMAL), (TUNC, HALIL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8f097061 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



